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A River Near Us is Dying - Do you care?
I recently attended a meeting  hosted by the Northeast 

Florida Regional Council on the future of the St. Johns River. We 
met in a convention center surrounded by the lush verdant (read 
well-watered and fertilized) fairways and greens of the World Golf 
Center in St. Augustine. The concerned public showed up in droves 
while elected ofþ cials, for whom the meeting was intended, made a 
half-hearted appearance.

Speakers used the word òsustainable growthó frequently but 
it was quite evident that there is a wide gap in deþ ning sustainable.

Even with conservation efforts theyõve done, Orlandoõs 
representative said Orlando needed water from St. Johns River. St. 
Johns River Water Management speaker said this is not a new topic. 
Plans for withdrawing water have been discussed since 1994. One 
site is already drawing water from the St. Johns and studies show all 
planned withdrawals would only marginally impact the river 
systems.

To SJRWMD the word òsustainableó does not mean limiting 
the growth machine, it only refers to how much you can extract out 
of our natural resources to con tine to feed the growth machine.

 While most speakers portrayed the aquifer as nearing its 
sustainable limits, with surface water the next easy source of 
drinking water, one speaker had a much darker and dryer message. 
Neil Armingeon of the St. Johns River Keepers detailed the 
signiþ cant decline in groundwater levels and a corresponding 
increase in salt water intrusion.

The St. Johns River sank to historic low levels in 2007 with 
salt water ÿ owing further upstream than ever before.
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February Calendar
 * Saturday, Feb. 9 - Marion County Audubon Society bird walk at 
       Orange Creek Restoration Area. Call Carolyn Retey at (352) 622-2850 to
       make reservations.
* Tuesday, Feb. 12 - 6:30 p.m. Marion County Chapter of the Native Plant
       Society meets at the Marion County Extension Service (Ag Center), 2232
      N.E. Jacksonville Road, Ocala.
* Feb. 15-17 - Rally for the Rivers. Hosted by Putnam County Environmental
      Council at Ravine Gardens, Palatka. Go to www.pcecweb.org 
* Tuesday, Feb. 19 - 7 p.m. Audubon Meeting. Topic: Swallowed-tailed
       kites in Florida by Dr. Ken Meyer at Grace Episcopal Parish Fellowship
       Hall, 503 SE Broadway, Ocala
March Calendar
* Sunday, March 9 - A joint bird walk with Alachua Audubon at Emeralda

      March led by Bubba Scales. Call Carolyn at (352) 622-2835.
* Tuesday, March 18, 7 p.m. Audubon meeting. Topic: Lucy Tobias author of
     50 Great Walks in Florida, slide presentation and book signing
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