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Member Alert! 
    Recind permits to destroy gopher tortoises
Marion County Audubon Society has sent the following letter 
to the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission:

òIn as much as the Commission has raised the status of òIn as much as the Commission has raised the status of ò
the gopher tortoise to òthreatenedó to acknowledge its current 
danger of extinction, we earnestly request that you also recind 
all permits to òdestroyó that have already been issued to 
developers which we understand are valid in perpetuity.ó
Marion Audubon Conservation Committee member Margy 
Bielling said the letter also asks for the list of current òpermit 
to destroyó holders. It is hoped these developers could be ap-
proached one on one. Your support matters. Write a personal 
letter to each FWC Commissioner ..........................see Page 2
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Mark these dates
April 2008
* Thursday, April 3 & Friday, April 4 -Nature Quest Wildlife Days at Silver

       Springs attraction. Audubon has a booth. Hours 9-4. Volunteers needed. Call
       Ron Broman 861-4560. Come support this event.
* Saturday, April 12 - 8 a.m Bird walk at the Forty-Ninth Avenue Trail
      Head. Call Carolyn at (352) 622-2850.
  * Tuesday, April 15 - 7 p.m. Audubon Meeting at Grace Episcopal Church
        Parish Hall, Ocala. Speakers talk about alternatives to managing our
        garbage mountain. Refreshments served.
* Tuesday, April 22 - A trip to OõLeno State Park in Alachua County. Meet in

       the parking lot of the park at 8 a.m. Call Carolyn at (352) 622-2850. 
May 2008
*  Saturday, May 10 - The annual Audubon picnic youõve been waiting
      for. Fun starts at 8 a.m. if you want to paddle down Juniper Creek (call 
      Erica 352-546-5718). Picnic at noon at Juniper Springs Recreation
      Area. Entrance fee: $4.26 per person.




