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Smoldering Environmental Projects
Enviromental issues sometimes act like a forest þ re in a 

peat bog; bursting forth with an intense energy as the þ re burns 
and consumes everything in its path and then a long smoldering, 
protracted period of in action while the þ re quietly consumes the 
subsurface materials, leaving a zone devoid of life.

The comparison to the Everglades Restoration Act is all too 
similar. The Act is a much-ballyhooed agreement between state and 
federal government, private business, landowners and Audubon to 
clean up and allow the Everglades to return to its natural ÿ ow to 
the Gulf of Mexico. There was much to be proud of in reaching this 
agreement. It is a monumental project that dwarfs all the numerous 
and damaging projects previously done by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

After an initial ÿ urry of photo ops and warm words inter-
views, our Congressional delegation seems to have retreated to a 
smoldering period of inaction. The Feds have failed to provide any 
of the promised dollars. Our own Congressmen havenõt even used 
the infamous earmarks system (read pork barrel) to keep the Ever-
glades restoration going. 

The date for completion has been pushed to 2060, give or 
take a decade. Meanwhile damage to the Everglades continues to 
fester, cost estimates are rising and developers keep right on mak-
ing inroads into the Everglades.

Closer to home we have a similar situation in the Springs 
Protection Ordinance, designed to reduce nitrogen levels in Silver 
and Rainbow Springs basin areas through the use of newer, more 
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Upcoming events - get involved!

4 Saturday, Jan. 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fundraiser for Owls-
    Ocala. Give a hoot, come pick some fruit. Call Kenny at (352)
    732- 6844 for information.

4 Tuesday, Jan. 15 at 7 p.m.  Audubon program at Grace 
    Episcopal Parish Hall on Florida Bobwhite Quail, given by Bill
   Guilliano from UF. Guilliano has written a book on Florida
   Bobwhite & Ecology.

4 Tuesday, Jan. 29, Audubon þ eld trip to Chapmanõs Pond next to    
Kahapaha Botanical Gardens in Gainesville. Call Carolyn Retey at
(352)  622-2850




